
 

 

AGM - Chairman’s Report - May 2021 
 
 
Introduction 
 
This is a second “Chairman’s Report” in 8 months.  You lucky people!  This is because your committee 
is re-aligning our AGM with the historical timing of May.  Our timing slipped for a couple of years 
because we were late with the accounts and then of course Covid got in the way.  We are now back 
on track.   
 
Because the 8 months since the last report have been totally dominated by Covid-19, you might have 
expected that there was nothing to say.  Wrong!!! 
 
Virtual Performance 
 
In November 2020 we launched onto the world a “virtual performance of You Raise Me Up”.  That 
was easy to write those seven words - that doesn’t do justice to the enormous effort it took to 
achieve that.  Our very real thanks go to Janet, to Neil, to Dave Smith and to all of you who took part  
(way outside your comfort zone).  But none of the effort would have come to anything without the 
expertise or amazing amount of work put into the project by Ron Circus.  Stand up, Ron and be 
applauded. 
 
The resulting video has been appreciated across the world as we sent it out via social media and 
email.  Most importantly, we raised £2000 for Havens Hospices.  This was presented at the 
Springtime Zoom celebration.  Which takes me to …….. 
 
Zoom Celebrations 
 
It started with your committee letting itself dream about celebrating Xmas, when we couldn’t meet 
together.  Well before you could say “Gwahoddiad”, we were organising a Zoom celebration where 
folks could join in to listen to recordings but more importantly to sing along in their own homes to 
Xmas carols and songs.  
 
We certainly underestimated the demand - we exceeded the 100 limit allowed by Zoom.  Although 
we were concerned that some of our supporters had not been able to join us, we were thrilled at the 
support we had achieved. 
 
That prompted us to do it again in Springtime with our “Day at the Seaside”.  Again it was a great 
success, enjoyed by all. 
 
Comradeship 
 
The collection of men making up LOMVC are more than just a choir, they are a community.  We 
should take pride that we have kept going through the long dark months of restriction and lockdown.  
A lot of credit goes towards Section Leaders for their role in keeping members engaged and 
informed.  I want to make a special mention of a member who has made hundreds of phone calls to 
make sure members were OK and able to hear a friendly voice.  He has EVERY day emailed us all with 
jokes (some of which were truly awful!).  John Stack, you are a star - thank you. 



 

 

 
Of course the weekly email is indeed a thing of beauty!!! 
 
Zoom Rehearsals 
 
We have got these off to a fine art.  The smooth running of both the main Zoom rehearsal and the 
sectional sessions are a tribute to the effort of Janet, Dave Smith and in particular, Ron Circus.  Well 
done everybody.  Of course it is a shame that some of you are unable to join the Zoom sessions and 
we do so look forward to seeing you in person soon.  I think that takes me to the future ……….. 
 
 
The Future 
 
Normally Chairman’s Reports look back.  I make no apology for breaking that rule and looking 
forward for this report. 
 
Because of all of the above, we do have a future.  Without being dramatic, we need to reflect that 
with the declining membership and the challenges we face, that when faced with Covid-19, it would 
have been all to easy to call it a day. 
 
So, despite this ghastly virus, we can look forward to getting back together in a rehearsal and 
performing on a stage somewhere. 
 
The challenges remain though and absolutely crucial to our future is a successful recruitment drive 
and our plan is to launch this drive soon after we emerge from lockdown. 
 
Each and everyone of you has a part to play in this essential project.  The future of your choir 
depends on it. 
 
 
Thank You 
 
There is always a risk with thank you’s. As I become increasingly ancient, there is every chance I 
forget things and people. So if I miss you off this list, put it down to advancing years rather than your 
contribution not being appreciated!!  
 
I have mentioned a number of folks in the text of this report, but I need to add some more “thank 
you’s” on behalf of you all. 
 
The Committee - all volunteers who give their time to help run this choir on your behalf. I am very 
happy that at the AGM, they have all put themselves forward for next year. So thank you to Jim Ryan, 
Barry McGee, Ian Leonard, Dave Smith, Pam Bearman and Neil Frost, who deserves a special mention 
for his massive work output in support of your choir.  
 
Your Musical Director - Jan, you have been wonderful this year.  Your enthusiasm and your embrace 
of the technology have been remarkable.  Thank you. 
 
The technical boffins have all had a mention already, but I need to make it clear that without the 
work of Neil Frost, Dave Smith and Ron Circus, we would have been nowhere this year.   



 

 

 
Thank you to Pam Bearman for running the 100 Club, which is a bit of fun, but raises important 
revenue for the choir. 
 
Our Librarian - who with great efficiency and diligence looks after our music and keeps us on the right 
side of copyright.  Thank you Chris Jenkins. 
 
Thank you to you, the members.  We appreciate that you have kept paying your subscriptions despite 
not being able to meet.  As a result, our financial position is reasonably strong and it will support a 
recruitment drive. 
 
We will emerge from the nightmare of Covid and we will tackle our challenges with confidence and 
determination. 
 
Onward and Upward. 
 
 
Mick Jacks 
 
Chairman 
 

 
 
 


